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Abstract

The shift of rural development from the government’s agenda to the CSR units’ agenda is a recent
political development. The Companies Act 2013 has made it mandatory for the corporate to play a
significant role, sometimes as a supplement to or as a substitution for the State under the neo-liberal
economy. In this context, the present study has tried to explore the role of two major industries, i.e.,
HAL and NALCO, in rural development in the backward district of Koraput, Odisha. The seminal
contributions of these two industries in four major areas, i.e., construction of toilets, construction and
repair of roads, installation of solar lights and construction and repair of water service infrastructure,
have been analysed in this article. The study has relied on both quantitative and qualitative data
drawing them from secondary and primary sources. The study concludes that no clear-cut financial
investment on different heads is projected by the company’s CSR units, there is overlapping in the
company’s inclusion of the heads of rural development, people’s felt needs are hardly reflected in the
designing of rural development programmes by the CSR units, and follow-up impact assessments are
rarely undertaken. So, the investments are made without a real spirit, and the dividends do not
commensurate with the hefty investment. Rural development programmes floated by the CSR units are
less people-centric, not sustainable and economically viable, and are more politically motivated and just
done to comply with the policy mandates.
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Introduction

India is primarily dominated by rural space.
Nation-building and national development are
contingent upon the development of rural areas
along with their people. So, Gandhiji rightly
visualised that the prosperity of India would depend
upon the progress of rural India. Rural
development practice in India is not a post-
independent venture. Instead, it has been initiated
since the pre-independence period and has its
ancestry in the Gurgaon experiment, the Sriniketan
experiment, and the Sevagram experiment, which
culminated in the Community Development
Programme, the first-ever rural development
programme of independent India.

Today, there are multiple role players in the
playing field of rural development. Changing
political ideology and changing economic scenario
following the onset of globalisation has summoned
non-government organisations (NGOs),
international non-government organisations
(INGOs), philanthropic and charity organisations,
voluntary trusts, business communities,
industrialist, and corporations to accelerate the
process of rural development. The engagement of
industrial houses, business communities and
corporations in rural development through
voluntary charity and philanthropy has been for a
long time, but there is still a lack of evidence on the
exact period of their entry into the playing field.
Sundar (2013) notices that, particularly after 1977,
with the introduction of a cent per cent income tax
deduction policy in corporate for engagement in
rural development activities, there has been a
proliferation of business houses coming into the
ambit of rural development. But, this ascendency of
corporate with a focus on rural development
noticed a period of withdrawal or declined in 1983
and 1984, when the tax incentive was withdrawn by
the State (Sundar, 2013). This clearly projects that
corporate investment in rural development was less
philanthropic but more tax benefit induced. Thus,
corporate interventions in rural development were
always driven by political-economy considerations.

The growing corporatisation of the Indian

economy, followed by the onset of LPG in 1991,
led to a resurgence in corporate engagement in
rural development. It was basically a strategy
adopted by the corporate houses to motivate rural
community dwellers to provide support for the
establishment of industry in rural and tribal spaces
of the country and to avert the possible mass
resistant movement. The Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) guidelines floated through the
Companies Act, 2013 made it mandatory for CSR
units to engage in rural development activities
notified in Scheduled VII of the Act. With the Act,
Government has mandated that companies with a
net worth of Rs. 500 crore or more, or a turnover of
Rs. 1,000 crore or more, or a net profit of Rs. 5
crore or more during any financial year must spend
at least 2 per cent of their average net profits in the
previous three financial years on CSR activities.
This has led to increased funding available for rural
development initiatives, including education, health,
livelihoods, and infrastructure development. In the
context of rural development, CSR initiatives can
be particularly important for promoting socio-
economic development in rural areas. The use of
CSR as a funding mechanism for rural
development initiatives is an important trend in the
political economy of rural development in India.
This became a takeoff phase for corporate and
rural development connects.

Thus, it can be said that the trajectory of
corporate entry and corporate role in rural
development has undergone different phases,
which is exhibited in Chart 1.

Against the aforesaid context, the present
article makes an earnest endeavour to investigate
the corporate investment and  corporate
performance in rural development in the State of
Odisha.

Literature Review

In an attempt to make an overview of the
literature, the researcher has tried to capture the
studies that have been done on the political
economy of CSR in general, and their engagement
in rural development in particular.
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Chart 1

Trajectory of Corporate Connect with Rural Development

Post 1977
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1984 Development

Corporatisation
1991

Development

panies Act
2013

The political economy of rural development
around the globe and in India is multifaceted and
has been shaped by several factors, including
political and development institutions, economic
and social policies, and programmes. The primary
objective of rural development in India has been to
reduce poverty, inequality, and unemployment in
rural areas and to promote socio-economic growth
and development (Das, 1999; Verm, 2020).
Historically, India has had a highly centralised
political system; however, there has been a trend
toward decentralisation in recent years, with
greater power being given to local governments
and communities (Bardhan, 2002; Bergh, 2004).
This has led to the development of several rural
development programmes at the State and local
levels, which have focused on improving
infrastructure, promoting agriculture and allied
activities, and providing social welfare programs to
rural populations (Pezzini, 2001; Kalirajan & Otsua,
2012). From the government to the private sector,
civil society and local communities all have been
playing a significant role in promoting sustainable
and inclusive rural development and reducing
poverty and inequality in rural areas (Rodriguez-
Pose & Hardy, 2015). Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) has increasingly become a
significant source of funding for rural development
initiatives in India (Pradhan & Ranjan, 2011). The
use of CSR as a funding mechanism for rural
development initiatives is an important trend in the
political economy of rural development in India
(Moharana, 2013). The political economy of CSR is

* Initiatation of the concept of rural develoment

* Decline in Corporate Investment for Rural

» Ascendancy in Corporate activism in Rural

» Visible Role of Corporate in Rural Development due
to Government mandate

an area of study that explores the interaction
between business, government, and society in the
context of corporate responsibility (Midttun, et al.,
2006; Fransen, 2013). CSR is a concept that
encourages companies to take responsibility for the
social, economic, and environmental impacts of
their operations (Blowfield & Frynas, 2005). It can
also be a way to contribute to the social and
economic development of local areas, regions and
the nation as well (Ismail, 2009). There are also
debates within the political economy of CSR
around the effectiveness of such initiatives in
addressing social and environmental challenges.
Some argue that CSR can be a way to
"greenwash" or "social-wash" companies’ images
without actually addressing underlying
environmental or social problems (Sadler & Lloyd,
2009; Basu et al., 2022). Others argue that CSR
initiatives can be a valuable supplement to
government and civil society efforts to promote
development and address social and environmental
challenges (Bendell, 2005; Scheyvens et al., 2016).
However, the political economy of CSR is a
complex and evolving area of study that involves a
range of actors and interests. The effectiveness of
CSR initiatives in promoting rural development and
addressing social and environmental challenges
will depend on many factors, including the
involvement of local communities, the alignment of
CSR initiatives with local needs and priorities, and
the accountability and transparency of companies
in their CSR activities.
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Development practitioners and policymakers

consider CSR as a feasible driver for rural
development (Arato et al., 2016). Business
community, industrialist, and corporate

engagement in rural areas as a replacement to
urban areas is a lateral phenomenon (Sundar
2013). Industrial expansion and rural communities’
needs have pushed industrialists and business
communities to strategic investment in rural areas
(Mitra, 2012). However, it is the dynamic of the
political economy which has given a boost to
greater  corporate  engagement  in rural
development. In this context, it becomes pertinent
here to establish corporate engagement in
community development in rural areas as an
offshoot of the LPG model of development and the
adaptation of the neo-liberal ideology where the
withdrawal of the State from welfare activities has
been implemented (Sharma, 2011, 2013; Sharma
& Mann, 2015; Panigrahi & Balabantaray, 2014).
Mandatory CSR expenditure negotiated through
the Companies Act, 2013 started leading the
corporate to accelerate their rural development
agendas (Dhavaleshwar & Swadi, 2018). To
adhere to the Companies Act, 2013, every
corporate has established its own CSR structure,
policy, and practices to induce innovative rural
development projects (Pradhan & Ranjan, 2010;
Khatik, 2016; Panigrahi & Mohapatra, 2020).
Corporates have tried to accelerate the process of
rural development through human resource
development and physical resources development
aiming at the generation of human capital, financial
capital and knowledge capital (Heenetigala, 2016;
Mal & Chauhan, 2014; Boadi et al., 2018;
Dhavaleshwar & Swadi, 2018; Borhade & Makhare,
2018; Oguntable & Mafimisebi, 2011; Pradhan &
Ranjan, 2010; Sinha & Chaudhari, 2017; Arato et
al., 2016; Panigrahi & Mohapatra, 2020; Mukherjee
et al., 2013; Ismail, 2009; Ngeni et al., 2015). Rural
development projects are steered by the corporate
target at multiple rural stakeholders based on sex,
age, caste and disabilties (Oguntable &
Mafimisebi, 2011; Arato et al., 2016). Boadi and
others (2018) note that the corporate prioritise
community demands to ensure smooth company-
community relationships. Not only are the target

groups politically driven, but also the modus
operandi of CSR of the companies are conditioned
by political and economic considerations.
Corporate  houses  implement their rural
development activities in twin modes, i.e., internally
and externally (Oguntable & Mafimisebi, 2011;
Panigrahi & Mohapatra, 2020). Internally, the
operation is done by establishing a CSR foundation
(Kamble, 2020), while externally, the corporate
bank upon district administration, voluntary
organisations, and other supporting agencies to
facilitate rural development (Pradhan & Ranjan,
2010; Arato et al., 2016; Ismail, 2009). Corporate
prefer the adoption of villages in the vicinity of their
company and in the resettlement colonies, which
they find can motivate the population and generate
support for them, at the same time, can be
economical for the company reducing the
operational cost (Panigrahi & Mohapatra, 2020;
Pradhan & Ranjan, 2010; Mal & Chauhan, 2014).
CSR units often prioritise rural infrastructure
activities for reaping quick results, observable
contributions  and  long-term  development
repercussions (Pradhan & Ranjan, 2010).

Thus, CSR intervention in rural development is
found to be more focused on the role of the
outcomes. There is a dearth of literature on the
political economy of CSR activities. In CSR
designing projects and benefits distributions,
studies hardly address the missing link between
CSR programmes and community participation.
This grey area has been addressed in this present
article.

Research Objective, Data and Methodology

The present paper aims to unearth the
dynamics of the political economy of rural
development through CSR initiatives. In this quest,
it tries to discover their ins and outs by assessing
their achievements, failures, reasons behind the
failures and strategies needed from the rural
stakeholder’s perspective. To be very specific, the
present research has three objectives. These
include studying achievements and shortfalls of the
rural development programmes executed under
CSR, tracing out the factors or reasons behind the
shortfalls of the programmes, and studying the
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perceptions of the community members on the
rural development programmes and their
sustainability. This empirical study has been
undertaken in the district of Koraput, Odisha. The
district is listed as backward by the Planning
Commission and in the Aspirational district's list of
NITI Aayog for showing lesser progress areas in
socio-economic development. Besides being listed
in lesser progress and backward areas with the
active presence of public and private corporations,
the district receives only two per cent of the total
CSR expenditure of the State in the initial four
financial years after the enactment of mandatory
CSR.

A multistage stratified sampling method has
been adopted to select companies, CSR
programmes, villages, and beneficiary households.
CSR activities of two companies - HAL Koraput
and NALCO Damanjodi division - have been
purposively brought into the frame of analysis due
to their diversified CSR activities and contribution
of almost 90 per cent of CSR expenditure in the
district during the financial year 2014-15 to 2019-
20. Four villages from each corporate area that
have implemented rural development-related CSR
projects were purposively selected. So far, as rural
development projects are concerned, four specific
people-centric intervention projects, i.e., the
construction of roads, installation of solar lights,
construction of toilets and drinking water provision,
have been brought into analysis and discussion.
From the eight villages, 264 samples were selected
for the study using the Yamane (1967) formula to
calculate the sample from the know population.
The sample households from each selected village
are selected randomly as all the households have
an equal chance of benefiting from all the selected
CSR rural development programmes.

It needs to be mentioned here that the entire
paper outcome is based on the researcher’s direct
interactions with rural stakeholders coupled with
the secondary data collection from State CSR
Portal — Go Care and Annual Reports of the
Companies under study. This empirical data has
been collected from the sample beneficiary
households through interviews and focus group

discussions, coupled with the field experiences and
notes prepared during his field visits and
observation. The time frame for the analysis of
CSR intervention and investment is taken from
2014 to 2020.

Result and Discussion

Navigation through the CSR activities in the
State of Odisha, particularly CSR engagement in
the Koraput district, reports of the studied
companies, and perception of local communities
and beneficiaries during the study period
stimulated several thematic puzzles in the
researcher’s mind. The prominent among them are
analysed as follows: CSR engagement and
investment in rural development programmes, role
of corporate, looking at CSR projects through
ASSR lens, analysis of studied rural development
projects, perception of community members, and
analysis of the representation of rural development
programmes under CSR.

CSR Engagement in Rural Development
Programmes: The scope of rural development
intervention through CSR is vast, like State
interventions. The meaning of rural development
and its type of intervention differ from corporate to
corporate. In configuring the CSR content on rural
development projects of companies in Koraput
district, it found that though companies devoted
one sector to rural development but found similar
activities under other sectors as well. So, rural
development projects have received wider attention
and consideration among all the CSR sectors and
companies. Based on CSR content configuration
on rural development activities, the paper finds that
such activities can be divided into three broad
categories, i.e., Rural Infrastructure, Rural
Livelihood, and Rural Service and Communication.
CSR units of the two companies under study are

found to have made direct and indirect
contributions to the rural development sector
through their interventions pertaining to rural

infrastructure, rural livelihood, rural services and
communications sectors. The direct and indirect
engagements in these sectors retrieved from the
websites are projected in Table 1.

Journal of Rural Development, Vol. 41, No.2, April-dune 2022



The Political-Economy of Rural Development ...

215

Table 1

Sector-wise Direct and Indirect Engagement of CSR in Rural Development Activities

Direct Engagement in Rural

Indirect Engagement in Other CSR

Sectors Development Sector Sectors

Construction and Repair of House, . .

Road, Culverts, well, hand pump, water Cons.truct|or} and Repair of School,
Rural supplv svstem. community hall. canal Hospital, Toilets, Sports Ground,
Infrastructure PRl Sy ’ y hatl ’  Protection of National Heritage Sites,

community assets building

check dam, electrification, toilets and

Well, bore well and Temple

Vocational and skill-based training to

Rural Livelihood

rural youths and women on livelihood

Formation and strengthening SHGs

and income generation activities

Rural Services and
Communication

Water Supply to houses and toilets,
Installation of Solar Street lights, Bus
Services, promotion of agriculture

Sponsoring primary and community
education, Transport services to the
school, mobile health clinics, free health
checkups and medicines, promotion and
awareness of rural sports and local
culture community awareness programs
on health, education, environment, and
sanitation

Source: Information collected and compiled from the State CSR website of Odisha — Go Care

The major problem found in the content
configure analysis of rural development projects is
that most of the corporate and State CSR portals
just mentioned as the ‘Rural Development’ or ‘Rural
Infrastructure Development’ categories instead of
the actual work undertaken in a certain period. This
makes it challenging to identify the activities carried
out and segregate expenditure data on activities in
the rural development sector. CSR activities reports
are loud in their spells on their expenditure on rural
development which is fluidly defined for them
without a standardised guideline. To give certain
examples, the construction of the road is
exclusively found under Rural Development, while
toilet construction is put under Health and
Sanitation and Rural Development as well.
Similarly, the construction of toilets in the schools
figures out under Education and Health and
Sanitation. To supplement another example, solar
light is placed under Environment and Rural
Infrastructure  Development. This overarching
creates confusion and gives the upper hand to the
CSR units to define it as per their convenience and
to hoodwink the public and the policymakers about
their role in rural development.

CSR Investment in Rural Development in
Koraput: Koraput draws a good amount of
financial support for rural development from CSRs.
An economic analysis of the CSR expenditure in
the district reveals that the politics of
underdevelopment plays a significant role in
deciding the CSR expenditure. An average of 5.2
per cent of the State’s total CSR expenditure during
the financial year of 2014 to 2020 is invested in the
Koraput district. Of this, a sum of Rs. 2161.19 lakh
has been earmarked for rural development. This is
the second highest expenditure in the district from
the CSR fund and share being 15 per cent, which is
quite economically spectacular and politically
lucrative.

In comparison to the State’s average CSR
expenditure on rural development, Koraput sucks
3.3 per cent of the total rural development
expenditure. In absolute terms, annually, Rs.360.2
lakh is invested in the rural development sector in
this backward district. However, an initial analysis
reveals that there are some other heads of CSR
expenditure through which contributions to rural
development have not been brought into the CSR
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rural development enumeration amount in the
portal. If counted properly, CSR investment in rural
development will exceed much higher than what is
presented in the CSR portal for the district.

A year-wise analysis of the investment in rural
development clearly projects that from 2014-15 till
2017-18, there has been a continuous rise in the
investment in rural development by CSR units in
the district, with a meteoric rise in the year 2017-
2018 after which it has been plummeting. So, the
researcher feels that companies need to make their
investment stable and sustainable to have annual
equitable distribution, which will better deliver in
character.

A second impression the researcher developed
is that the clear-cut rise in investment is not
followed by the projection of the heads and the

Graph1

target achievements. This generates doubt about
the expenditure and creates confusion about the
fund flowing for rural people’s cause or siphoning
of the amount. In this context, the researcher
makes a humble suggestion to the CSR units to
spell out their targets and unit cost of investment so
that the mismatch between the concrete
deliverables and the invested amount can be
avoided. Table 2 and Graphs 1 and 2 depict the
financial allocations to the districts under various
heads of rural development vis-a-vis the State for
the financial years from 2014-2020. The
investments made are hefty. But the ins suggest
that they lack clarity about the components of rural
development, the investments are not properly
projected, and head-wise disaggregated data is still
missing.

Sector-wise CSR Expenditure Percentage at Koraput in Comparison to Odisha (2014-15 to 2019-20 FY)

Technology Incubators
Swascha bharat

Sports

Slum Area Development

Rural Development  pmsdemsmms 15.0

Relief Fund
National Heritage
Health Care
Gender Equality and Women...

Environment g 12
Education and Skill Development 5613

Disaster Management HH
Armed Farce HH

0.0 10.0

14.2

20.0 30.0 40.0 50.0 60.0

@ % of Exp at Koraput from Odisha B % of Exp at koraput

Source: Data and Information collected and compiled from the State CSR Website of Odisha
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Graph 2

Rural Development Expenditure at Koraput (in Lakh)
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Source: Data and Information collected and compiled from the State CSR Website of Odisha

Rural Development Projects in Koraput and the
Role of Companies: Seven companies have been
continuously investing in CSR at Koraput since the
CSR reporting was made mandatory in India.
These companies, i.e., Hindustan Aeronautics Lim-
ited (HAL), National Aluminum Corporation Ltd.
(NALCO), BILT Graphic Paper Products Limited
Unit Sewa (BILT), Orissa Mining Corporation
(OMC), State Bank of India (SBI), Orissa Hydro
Power Corporation Ltd. (OHPCL), and Toshali Ce-
ment are actively making CSR interventions for
rural development in the district. HAL, NALCO, and
OMC are the three frontline companies in the CSR

Graph 3

Project Status in Rural Development

intervention in the district, and their descriptions
are presented in Graph 5. OMC spends the highest
amount on Rural Development, followed by HAL
and NALCO. Political existence and economic gain
propel the companies to take up rural development
ventures, which are the priority agenda in this
backward district’s government policy planning. A
longitudinal analysis of rural development sectors
shows that the Koraput district witnesses the
launch of 32 rural development projects for the
financial years 2014 to 2020. Among them, 53 per
cent have witnessed completion, and 47 per cent
are ongoing, which is projected in Graph 3.

Ongoing
Project ,47%

Completed
Project ,53%

Source: Data and Information collected and compiled from the State CSR Website of Odisha
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The rural development projects of CSR are
implemented by a different agency that looks into
its scope. It appears that CSR-driven projects are a
big supplement to government-run projects as
secondary literature establishes, while the data
finds 41 per cent of rural development projects are

Graph 4

implemented through State agencies, 31 per cent
by companies, a meagre number of 3 per cent by
non-government organisations, and 25 per cent
projects keep anonymity about their implementing
agencies (Graph 4).

CSR Implementing Agency in Rural Development Projects

Not
Mentioned
25%

NGOs
3%

Company
31%

Govt. agncy
41%

Source: Data and Information collected and compiled from the State CSR Website of Odisha

Graph 5

Company-wise CSR Expenditure at Koraput

70.0
58.7
60.0
48.4
0.0 413
40.0
30.0 231
17.9
20.0
8.8
10.0
1.1 0.0 . 01 03 0.2 0.0 0.000
0.0 —
HAL NALCO  Bilt- Unit OoMC SBI OHPCL  Toshali
Sewa Cement
B Total Expenditure % Rural Development Expenditure %

Source: Data and Information collected and compiled from the State CSR Website of Odisha

Thus, the researcher concluded that the State
is gradually shedding its patron model of
implementing rural development programmes and

gradually shifting to a partnership model. The CSR
units render the major partnership.
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Rural Development Projects through an ASRSS
Lens: In this part of the article, the research has
tried to analyse the empirical insights derived from
the beneficiaries of rural development programmes
managed by the CSR Units under study. This has
been done by making an ASRSS estimation from
the sampled beneficiaries. ASRSS is a model
innovated by the researcher to understand how
rural development projects benefit the community
with their achievements, shortfalls, reasons for the
shortfall and suggested strategies by the
community members.

Looking into the need, scope, types, and
intensity of different rural development activities at
Korpuat, the research has concentrated on four
essential rural development infrastructural projects,
namely construction of toilets, construction and
repair of roads, installation of solar street lights,
and construction and repair of water service
infrastructures. Though these four projects
signalise the creation of physical capital; ultimately,
they contribute to the development of financial and
human capital in rural setups. The discussion will
hover around two major points - project at a glance
and the perception of the beneficiaries. The project
outlay, vision, and coverage are sourced from the
company activity report and the Odisha CSR
Portal, while the perceptions of the beneficiaries
are captured through their voices documented by
the researcher from the fields.

Projects at a Glance

Overviews of the projects and beneficiary
perceptions under study are delineated in detail
below.

Construction of Toilets: To give a fillip to the
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan and accelerate the
environment engagement of CSR, the construction
of toilets has been given prima facie importance in
the rural development agenda of CSR projects.
However, the researcher noted a void in the clear-
cut budgetary allocation of the construction of
toilets in the villages of Koraput district by CSR
agencies. But under the broad nomenclature of
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan and the environment
sector, a total amount of Rs.404.67 lakh has been

allocated by the companies during the financial
year 2014 to 2020. Toilet constructions are done in
households, schools and public places to avoid
open defecation and to ensure better sanitation.
The agency behind the move has been the Central
government, and the direction has been initiated by
the Centre under the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, ODF
Villages scheme and Swachh Vidyalaya Abhiyan.

It has been found from the study areas that
corporate constructed toilets at the backside of
houses without any water supply system nearby.
The villagers of Kapsiput cited the difficulty to
collect water from open water sources located far
away in the absence of piped water supply, and
added that most of them, thereby, prefer open
defecation. In Bhatarmarichmal village, community
members complained about the congestion of
space and low-quality toilets infrastructure; as a
result, people are using the space to store
household items. In the case of Kapsiput and
Nuaguda, Vvillagers complained over the
construction of lower-quality infrastructure and
were concerned about its longevity and
sustainability. Jhulaguda villagers were happy as
NALCO has constructed the toilets with a
continuous piped water supply system from the
open stream. Most of the villagers in the studied
villages agreed that people still lack awareness of
health, hygiene, and sanitation. Beneficiary
perception through their narratives on the
construction of toilets and their utility is projected in
Tables 3 & 4.

Construction and Repair of Road: Construction
and repair of roads are the priority areas of CSR
agendas to facilitate rural economic development.
The construction and repair of roads aim at the
physical capital building and developing intra-
village communication, and connecting the villages
with the outside village market and other key
points. Even if it is a priority area, individual CSR
units are silent on this particular head’s budgetary
allocation and expenditure details. However, the
researcher could discover from the State CSR
portal that during the financial years from 2014 to
2020, a total of Rs.1028.66 lakh has been
earmarked for the construction and repair of village
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roads by CSR implementing agencies in Koraput,
which is almost 48 per cent of the total CSR
expenditure in the district. Construction and repair
of roads constitute the bulk of the expenditure. The
internal roads are constructed with cement and
concrete, and the outside roads with bitumen.

In all the studied villages, it has been observed
that the main road or intra-road of villages has
been neither constructed nor repaired for a long
period. Though every villager is happy with the
construction of internal cement concrete roads and
their quality, everyone has concerns over the intra
or main roads. In every studied village, community
members said that though they bring it to the notice
of the corporate and government, no one takes it
as a priority issue. The villagers of Routput have
been facing severe hurdles in accessing the outer
world due to the lack of a proper main road to the
village, and they are using earlier railway tracks.
The villagers raised concerns over accessing
education and ambulance facilities in their village.
Other studied villages also have concerns over
difficulties faced by children in reaching schools
during rainy seasons.

In order to make a match of investment input
and the output and benefits received by the
beneficiaries, the researcher tried to capture
beneficiary perception and narration on this
particular rural development project of the CSR
units under study, which is presented in Tables 3
and 4, respectively.

Installation of Solar Street Lights: Installation of
solar street lights in the village comes under the
CSR environment sector head. The researcher
could gain the impression that both the HAL and
NALCO CSR have given much priority to this head
to make the life comfortable. Expenditure on solar
street lights installation was Rs. 257.73 lakh in
Koraput, which is again a huge spending by the
studied CSR units.

In all the observed villages getting HAL and
NALCO CSR aid, priority was given to installation
of solar street lights. Most of the projects have
already taken up by the companies before the
electrification of villages. In the group discussion,

the villagers of Bhitargarh at NALCO Damonjodi
sites and Rajpalma of HAL Koraput sites brought to
notice that the batteries of solar street lights were
stolen from almost all sites. Though they have
informed the authority of corporate houses
concerned, they neither visited nor took any action
to reinstall the batteries. In all the studied villages,
villagers agreed that most of the installed street
lights are dysfunctional. After installation, no one
attends to repair works or take care of these
assets. In all the group discussions, villagers said
that solar street lights helped in making their night
life active and evenings productive.

To make a cross-comparison of the investment
and the value yielded, the perception and narration
of beneficiaries have also been documented by
research which is presented in Tables 3 and 4,
respectively.

Construction and Repair of Water Service
Infrastructure: Water services are basic to rural
development projects. In this context, CSR units
have accommodated them as a major area of their
activities. Investment in the construction and repair
of water service infrastructure in villages has been
noticed mostly under CSR's Health Care,
Sustainable Development and Rural Development
sectors. Construction and repair of water service
infrastructure include installation and repair of tube
and wells, construction and repair of village water
bodies like ponds and streams, borewells with lift
pumps, construction of overhead water tanks for
water storage, stream-based piped water supply
and installation of the piped water supply system.
Even if some activities are undertaken under CSR
units, no specific data on each anatomised unit is
present. The secondary data suggest that an
amount of Rs.148.25 lakh was invested by CSR
units in the Koraput district during the period
mentioned. In comparison to other rural
development activities, it appears that investment
in this head is meagre.

The villagers of Kapsiput and Rajpalma
complained of groundwater level depletion. In the
group discussions at Kapsiput, Bhitargrah,
Bhitarmarchimal, and Jhulaguda, villagers raised
concerns over the pollution of open water bodies

Journal of Rural Development, Vol. 41, No.2, April-dune 2022



Bishnuprasad Mohapatra

222

~pIUon

'SHUN 4so Ag paiesls
aq 0} peau diysioumo
Alunwwoo pue
JUBWIBAJOAUI  AjUNWIWOD
‘uoiredioied  Ajunwiwod

‘wiay} paau
si1abe|In yoiym 1oy asodind
8y} anIdS 0] |} Speos
pue ‘sinoAespus HSD Ul
pajosjel 196 Apiey spasu
J1|yl ‘og "ssaooid Buipjing
-peos oyl ul oredioed
0] pamoje Jou pPaynsuod

"slabe||IA 8y} 10} S} nsal

Jewuiw  spjgiA  AlAIOBUUOD
peo. ‘os *AlIAIIOBUU0D
abe|In-181n0 uo SN
ami Bumnd eym ysemohs

ue se AlAiosuu0d peos abe|jia
-eJjul asiseydwa-1an0 spun 4SO

‘Ayrenb ui Ayiousyul jo Aperew
ay} woJy Bupayns aq 0} usads
ua)o SI YSD Japun uoloNIISuU0d

‘s1abey)|
oy} 1o} uswuoliaug Buuamodws pue Bulgeus
alow B bBupeald agq 0] pasoddns sI yoiym
‘AlIADBUU0D peos abe||ia-181no pue abejia-18lul
uo siseydwa papisdo| e apinoid spun 4SO eyl
pajou SI }I Ing "S8JIAIB8S Y)eay 0] SS820e lJiay)
suayblay pue Inoineyaq Buposs-yyesy Jisyy
sabueyd pue ualp|iydo JO SOUBPUBHE |00YIS
SOSealoul ‘Jualjisel WY} Sayew  ‘saljiAloe
a|diynw  exeuwspun way} sdipy siabejja
ay} Jo Aiebpnip ayi saonpas speos Bunosuuod

speoy
Jo Jreday pue
uonodNJIsuo)

‘Aoueynsuod Ajunwiwo) e Jayusu ale sabejIn peos pajedwniy  Aybly eyl [eulolxa@ pue SpeoJ [eullul JO UOIONIISUOD
asodind oiseq Jiay} anIes
O} |le} s}9|i0} ‘OS “Jojuow
10U op  slejuswaldwi
ayl yoiym ooeds abeliols
se wayy osn o|doad
‘uonejuswaldwi J1dy} ‘salelolauaq ‘uolonAsuod
pue YsD Jepun josfoid UIM  paynsuod  Jansu 10 skep moj e uium o|gesnun sisllol o
Aue  Buubisep i0j9q suoneI0diIon -soBejn wayl Bupew  ‘ainjonisesul ‘uoisinoid uonodNIsuo)
Alfenb-mo| eAey  paloNIISU0D uoneyjues pue A ddns Jeyem jo sesodind

No pauied aq pnoys
uol}e}NSuU0d Slapeg|
uouido pue sbBunesw
|ona)-abe|in  ‘subredwed

dejsioop ybnouy}
uonessusb  ssausieme
‘Aprys Angiseaq

a8y} ul uoneosjep uado Jo
sligey pue saonoeld ayy ul
abueyo e Buug Ajpiey way)
j0 Auew ‘og Ayjun pue asn
JIoY}  INoge  uolnesiisuas
ognd  Ag  paiuedwodoe
e JOU SI UONONIISUOD 19]I0]

s19)10} 8yl ‘uayo Msp Auenb
ay] noge Buueo jnoyym saweb

Jaquinu Aeld suonelodio)
QUL =TI LETEY
pue Jayem Jo uoisinoid 8y

e 1NOUIM P8JONIISUOD ale S19|I0]

um} ay} sanas )| ‘days Bujwoojam e SsI yoym
‘S|00YOS |BJNJ Ul SYUB} J9JeM JO UOIONJIISU0D
ay}) Aq pepaoaid sI UOIONIISUOD 19]I0} ‘IOASMOH

‘pajeble) Ajlesianiun jou ‘pajuswadul
Arewoosed sty ‘snyp cjm eomjod  Aq

e POJBAIIOW puB BAIJOS|9S S| UOIONJISUOD 19101

salbajells paysabbng

llej1i0ys 8y} 1o} suoseay

s|ied Mous

SJUBWAABIYIY

109loud

Sua7 SSHSY ybnouy) Juswissassy joedwj 10oloid

€ 9|qelL

Journal of Rural Development, Vol. 41, No.2, April-dune 2022



223

The Political-Economy of Rural Development ...

"Jayoleesey ay] Aq pa1os||o) ele pleld :80In0S

‘suoisinoid Jayem Bupew

S|lYyMm PaIspPISUOD 8q ISNW X001
Jarempunolb uo smaln  padxg
‘Alddns uayem Ayjenb

ainsus 0} sainpadoid juswieal}

Jrenbal  JBY} pue  SlloAIasal

Jojlem  ueuew 0}  paurel)

Apedoid  aq isnw  siabejp
‘anss|

Jarem ay} ases ueo sadid Ayenb
poob jo Aiddns sy} pue ‘palisjaid
aq 0} speau Addns Jarem adid

‘s||lom a1oq 1o
agny BuibBip ajiym patapisuod

Aprey si ojger Jeyem oyl
'SS9|)IN.}

® Jo [eoedns pue juepunpal
JuawisaAUl ay} Buryew

‘suoisinoid @oueuBUIBW  puUB
uoisinledns (noypm suoisinoid
e dWI(-BU0 dxew saluedwo)

'siseq Jejnbal e uo pajeal}

Apedoid jou  ase  spen|od
‘Buiuonounjew

pue [euonounjsAp awooaq aney
swaisAs Addns Jeyem padid pue

e ‘S|loM 910g @ agn} 8y} JO ISON

"1santey Jajem Buiuuns Buneljioe;
pue yyeay .saleloleuaq
0} 9AIONPUOD Jajem Jayly Buipinoid

'sooe|d
JuelsSIp  WoJ}  UOIO9||0D  Jajem
1o} A1abpnip Buionpas pue Alddns
Jajem X20|9-ayi-punos Bupeyjioe

ainjonJiselyu]
99IAI9S 91BN
jo Jireday pue
uonodNJIsuo)

"syb1 ayy
0] AlneBuo) ainsua |[Im SIY] “way}
urejuleW puB UMO 0} paulel; aq
0] paau SYINoA [einJ pue pajjelsul
aq 0} paau swbl 1094S Jejos

asodind
ayr bBuines noyum  pesp
sybl Jejos Ajpsoo ayy sdosy
siyl “Ajpsoo aunb ase yoym
‘siybl Jejos Jo eoueusuRW
oyl ainsus 0} Ayunwwod
ayr o} uanlb si Buiures; oN

"Japlo
ul way) desy 0} 019z sBW029(
JUSWISA|OAUI Alunwwoo
‘o Alunwwod 8y 0}
diysieumo auy) Jajsuel) jou op
pue sybl| Jejos Jo uone|elsul

e dSWI-8U0 B 9yew sauedwo)

"Wy} wouj seusyeq
ay} 1oo10id pue Jredas pue
aoueuUBlUlBW 0} Sluswabuelre
a|qeurelsns ou yum

e SWybi Jejos [eisul syun Yso

e JBIOS |0

'sinoy aAnonpoud
Jlay) papusixe sey pue siebe|jia
ayr Jo Auanonposd paseasoul
0} panquuod  sey ¥ ‘snyl
‘pouad Buiuane jsod ul sanAloe
JO BWN|OA By} pasealoul sey pue
uondwnsuod Jamod  pasiwiuiw
gnop  ou  sey  sjybiesns
uonejelsul 8yl

sybI
192115 Jejos
jo uonejeisu|

saibajesig paysabbng

llejMoys ayj 10} suoseay

s|le4 Moys

SJUBWAARIYOY

109load

Journal of Rural Development, Vol. 41, No.2, April-dune 2022



224

Bishnuprasad Mohapatra

due to industrial dust and the flow of garage water
from NALCO mines, and added that no one is
taking responsibility for that. The overhead water
tank and piped water supply system at Kapsiput
vilages have not been functional since its
construction. People depend on river and stream

further pointed out that water bodies were drying,
creating difficulties in getting water every summer.
The villagers of Rajpalma highlighted the problems
faced by women to fetch water from an open well
during summer.

water, which is muddy, unhygienic, and unsafe.

Perception of the People: The beneficiaries’
perception of this is presented in Table

Due to low water level, the tube and bore wells in

most of the villages were defunct. All villagers

Table 4

Narration of the Deliverables

3. However, it becomes pertinent here to put the
villagers’ voices, which are presented in Table 4.

Narratives within quote

CSR Rural Villages from
Development narratives are
Programme collected

Kapsiput

“Till date, we prefer open defecation even toilets are constructed
at the backside of our houses. We were eager to use them to
save time, comfort, and personal hygiene. But our expectations
remained unfulfilled as there is no piped water connection to the
toilets till date. We prefer open defecation near the water
reservoir than collecting and carrying water miles together to use
the toilet”

Construction of

Toilets Bhitaramarichamal

“Toilets are too narrow in size and have no space to allow us to
sit freely. We feel stuffy within the four walls of the toilets. So, we
have used these concrete buildings for storage purposes and
continue with our previous practices of using open space for
toilet purposes.”

Nuaguda

“We are not using the toilets as their construction quality is low,
and we feel they are life-threatening.”

Jhulaguda

“Toilets have changed our lifestyles. Our longstanding cultures of
using open spaces have been transformed. We are really happy
with the toilets and the pipe water supply.”

Routput

“The village is not externally connected, so we still face issues in
accessing schools, markets, institutional health services and
ambulances fail to cater to our needs at the time of health crisis.”

Construction and
Repair of Road

Rajpalma

“Internal roads built by companies have become beneficial for us.
During the rainy season, we could not leave our houses, and
even within the village, we stayed disconnected. The pukka
roads not only connect us but it has also created easy access to
each house and the key points of the village. The roads are used
by us for processions, staging dances during cultural festivals
and drying rice and wheat after cleaning.”

Contd...
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Narratives within quote

CSR Rural Villages from
Development narratives are
Programme collected
Bhitargarh

Installation of
Solar Street Lights

“Solar lights thrilled us on the day of their installation and
inauguration. But our happiness evaporated when after a few
days as many of them became defective. After repeated
communication, the CSR officers came and discovered that their
batteries were stolen and some lights were dysfunctional. When
we asked about when they will be again replaced and repaired
by them, they said they couldn’t give us any detailed reply. Since
then, the structures have been there without delivering any
function.”

“Solar lights have made the dull night life active. Now we find
equal enthusiasm and activism among the children, young and
old, and there is no longer any fear of rodent bites and attacks of
thieves. This has really been a boon.”

“Company has made provisions for the supply of pipe water and
overhead tanks. It had created hopes that we will relax by getting
water at our doorstep without walking longer in the quest for
water. But soon, we were dismayed to see that the pipes became
dysfunctional, were choked with pollutants, and could not provide
us with safe potable water. Pipes are not maintained, nor are
they supervised and monitored, and pollution control at the
source waterbodies is not taken up by the company. Only
physical pipe connections serve the purpose of the company, but
not the consumers like us.”

Kapsiput
Bhitargarh,
Jhulaguda
Construction and
Repair of Water
Service
Infrastructure
Rajpalma,

Bhitarmarchimal

“Bore wells and tube wells constructed by the companies hardly
have the suction ability to draw water from the ground. The
groundwater level has gone down in our villages, and the
company, without assessing their level, has constructed tube
wells and borewells that serve no purpose. With such
constructions occupying the common space of our village, we are
still dependent on the river and stream water, which is muddy,
unhygienic and are bringing health hazards to us.”

Note: To keep the respondents' anonymity, the villagers’ names have not been placed but their voices are presented

verbatim.

Observations and Findings

The following observations and findings are the
result of analysis of CSR projects and expenditure
data on rural development activities at the micro

and macro levels.

Firstly, the paper finds that rural development
activities practised by corporate under CSR can be
divided into three broad categories, i.e., Rural
Infrastructure, Rural Livelihood, and Rural Service
and Communication. Rural infrastructure
development (particularly road construction) is
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considered as dominating CSR expenditure under
rural development.

Secondly, CSR activities reports are loud in
their spells on the projects and expenditures they
make on rural development, which is fluidly defined
for them without a standardised guideline.
Particularly, there are misleading and missing
representations of CSR investments under rural
development projects in government guidelines and
CSR portals. This overarching creates confusion
and gives an upper hand to the CSR units to define
it as their convenience and to hoodwink the public
and the policymakers about their role in rural
development.

Thirdly, CSR investment in rural development
activities in the Koraput district of Odisha was
found unstable both in terms of spending and
activities. Though investments made are hefty next
to the educational and skill development sector, the
ins suggest that they lack clarity about the
components of rural development, the investments
are not properly projected, and head-wise
disaggregated data is still missing.

Fourthly, the analysis shows that the State is
gradually shedding its patron model of
implementing rural development programmes and
shifting to a partnership model with corporate.

Fifthly, from the studied CSR projects, i.e.,
construction of toilets, construction of roads,
installation of solar street lights, and construction of
water service infrastructure, it is revealed that these
activities are not only filling the rural infrastructure
development gap but also benefiting the
disadvantaged communities and villages in
accessing basic rural services and facilities,
thereby helping in improving their quality of life.
But, the corporates were found constructing the
physical structure through CSR, focusing on
quantity aspects, and forgot about other associated
responsibilities and quality of rural infrastructure,
which are considered major shortfalls of these
programmes. As a result, the sole purpose of the
project is lost. Major reasons behind the shortfall of
the programmes include low-quality infrastructure,
lack of need assessment, awareness,

maintenance, proprietor and community
participation. Absence of impact assessments
further questions the sustainability of the rural
development projects in the study area.

Conclusion

Thus, the study could discover that the CSR
activities for rural development in Koraput district
look lucrative from the outside. The investments
made are hefty. But the ins suggest that they lack
clarity about the components of rural development,
the investments are not properly projected, head-
wise disaggregated data is still missing, and
investments have not been able to bring a
spectacular rural transformation. The researcher,
therefore, suggests that it is high time to develop
an exhaustive CSR manual by clearly specifying
the needs under rural development in order to
guide the companies. There seems to be a lack of
proper spirit and will to carry forward the CSR
programmes in the backward villages. People have
a feeling that the corporates are poor in their
deliveries and the infrastructure created is
unsustainable. Project design without desire and
project implementation without popular participation

has paralysed the CSR venture in rural
development.
The research and discussion of the

aforementioned sectors lead to the conclusion that
the majority of rural development initiatives are
bridging the infrastructure development deficit in
rural areas. The projects that improved the
infrastructure have pleased and benefited the
beneficiaries. Yet, corporates simply built the
physical building or activities through CSR, omitting
other duties in the process and losing sight of the
project’s original goal.

The paper suggests that the corporate houses
or CSR implementing agencies need to go for need
assessment and feasibility of the projects before its
initiation, followed by community or beneficiaries’
consultancy and participation, priority and need-
based activities, maintenance and knowledge
transformation, awareness campaign, and impact
assessment for better sustainability. Further,
looking into the state of development, the backward

Journal of Rural Development, Vol. 41, No.2, April-dune 2022



The Political-Economy of Rural Development ...

227

and hill areas and tribal dominance of the district,
the paper suggests intensifying rural development
activities across the district through CSR activities
for the overall development of the region and its
people. Here, corporate houses need to intensify
activities and expenditure on rural development
and develop a multi-agency comprising corporate,
State, and voluntary sector joint action plan for
better delivery and sustainability of the projects.

It is high time now for the CSR units to turn

active participation. This can reduce discrepancies
and bring parity between the Ins and Outs of the
CSR rural development programmes.

Acknowledgment

The author is thankful for the institutional support
from the Global Centre for Rural Studies, Utkal
University towards the preparation of this paper.
The authors are also thankful for the critical inputs
from Prof. Navaneeta Rath, Professor of Sociology,
and Dr. Tanaya Mohanty, Assistant Professor at

strategic for positive results and revisit their rural

. the Department of Sociology, Utkal University.
development agenda by summoning people’s

References

Arato, M., Speelman, S., & Van Huylenbroeck, G. (2016). Corporate Social Responsibility Applied for Rural
Development: An Empirical Analysis of Firms from the American Continent. Sustainability, 8(1), 102.
Retrieved from http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/su8010102

Ashley, C., and Maxwell, S. (2001). Rethinking Rural Development. Development Policy Review, 19(4),
395-425.

Bardhan, P. (2002). Decentralization of Governance and Development. Journal of Economic

Perspectives, 16(4), 185-205.

Basu, S., Vitanza, J., Wang, W., & Zhu, X. R. (2022). Walking the Walk? Bank ESG Disclosures and Home
Mortgage Lending. Review of Accounting Studies, 27(3), 779-821.

Bendell, J. (2005). In Whose Name? The Accountability of Corporate Social Responsibility. Development in
Practice, 15(3-4), 362-374.

Bergh, S. (2004). Democratic Decentralisation and Local A Review of Recent

Research. Development in Practice, 14(6), 780-790.

Participation:

Blowfield, M., and Frynas, J. G. (2005). Editorial Setting New Agendas: Critical Perspectives on Corporate
Social Responsibility in the Developing World. International Affairs, 81(3), 499-513.

Boadi, E. A. et al. (2018). Unlocking from Community Stakeholders, Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)
Projects for Effective Company-Community Relationship. Labor History, 59 (6), 746 — 762.

Borhade, S. and Wakhare, P. (2018). Will CSR Projects Be a Game Changer for Rural Development?
Evidence from India. International Academic Institute for Science and Technology, 5 (1), 71-81.

Das, A. (1999). Socio-economic development in India: A regional analysis. Journal of Asian Sociology, 28
(2), 313-345.

Dhavaleshwar, C. U. and Swadi, S.Y. (2018). Linking CSR and Community Development. The Third
Concept, November, 26-29.

Journal of Rural Development, Vol. 41, No.2, April-dune 2022



228 Bishnuprasad Mohapatra

Fransen, L. (2013). The Embeddedness of Responsible Business Practice: Exploring the Interaction
between National-Institutional Environments and Corporate Social Responsibility. Journal of Business
Ethics, 115(2), 213-227.

Heenetigala, K. (2016). Community Development as a CSR Strategy for Sri Lanka. Journal of Law and
Governance, 11 (1), 38-49.

Ismail, M. (2009). Corporate Social Responsibility and Its Role in Community Development: An
International Perspective. The Journal of International Social Research, 2 (9), 199-209.

Kalirajan, K., & Otsuka, K. (2012). Fiscal Decentralization and Development Outcomes in India: An
Exploratory Analysis. World Development, 40(8), 1511-1521.

Kamble, K. (2020). Analysis of CSR Activities of Corporate Sector in Rural Area (Special Reference to
Roha Taluka). International Research Journal of Marketing and Economics, 7 (2), 208-216.

Khatik, S. K. (2016). Corporate Social Responsibility of Public Sector Company: A Case Study of BHEL.
International Journal of Business Ethics in Developing Economies, 5 (1), 35-41.

Mal, D. and Chauhan, K. (2014). Corporate Social Responsibility: Impetus for Rural Development in India,
New Man International Journal of Multidisciplinary Studies, 1 (11), 50- 62.

Midttun, A., Gautesen, K., & Gjolberg, M. (2006). The political economy of CSR in Western
Europe. Corporate Governance: The International Journal of Business in Society, 6(4), 369-385.

Mitra, M. (2007). It's Only Business! India's Corporate Social Responsiveness in a Globalized World.
Oxford University Press, USA.

Moharana, S. (2013). Corporate Social Responsibility: A Study of Selected Public Sector Banks in
India. IOSR Journal of Business and Management, 15(4), 1-9.

Mukherjee, D., Mitra, S., Dihidar, K., Mukherjee, A., Talukder, P., & Poddar, M. (2013). Community Vs.
Individual Targeting in CSR Projects: A Case Study in West Bengal. Productivity, 54(3), 275-290.

Nagraj, A., Arora, H., & Gola, S. (2018). Medical Services and Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)
approach in rural areas of Haryana. International Journal of Recent Research Aspects, 5(2), 10-15.

Ngeni, F. B., Bukwimba, M. L., Kwesigabo, E. M., & Kaaya, I. D. (2015). The Role of Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) in Community Development in Tanzania. American Journal of Economics, 5(6),
609-615.

Oguntade, A. and Mafimisebi, T. (2011). Contributions of Corporate Social Responsibility to Agriculture
and Rural Development. Journal of Sustainable Development in Africa, 13 (4),110-128

Panigrahi, N. and R. Balabantaray (2014). Displacement, Tribal Communities and Social Justice: Some
Experience in Post-Globalization Period of Odisha. In M.C. Behera & Jumyir Basar (Eds.), Resources,
Tribes and Development (74-94). Jaipur: Rawat Publication

Panigrahi, R. and Mohapatra, E. (2020). CSR: A Tool for Rural Development — An Indian Paradigm. IPE
Journal of Management, 10 (1), 65-87.

Pezzini, M. (2001). Rural Policy Lessons from OECD Countries. International Regional Science
Review, 24(1), 134-145.

Pradhan, S. and Ranjan, Akhilesh (2011). Corporate Social Responsibility in Rural Development:
Evidences from India. School of Doctoral Studies, European Union Journal, 2, 139-147.

Journal of Rural Development, Vol. 41, No.2, April-dune 2022



The Political-Economy of Rural Development ... 229

Pradhan, S., & Ranjan, A. (2011). Corporate social responsibility in rural development sector: Evidences
from India. School of Doctoral Studies, European Union Journal, 2, 139-147.

Rodriguez-Pose, A., & Hardy, D. (2015). Addressing Poverty and Inequality in the Rural Economy from a
Global Perspective. Applied Geography, 61, 11-23.

Sadler, D., & Lloyd, S. (2009). Neo-liberalising Corporate Social Responsibility: A Political Economy of
Corporate Citizenship. Geoforum, 40(4), 613-622.

Scheyvens, R., Banks, G., & Hughes, E. (2016). The Private Sector and the SDGs: The Need to Move
Beyond ‘Business as Usual’. Sustainable Development, 24(6), 371-382.

Sharma, S. (2011). Corporate Social Responsibility in India. Indian Journal of Industrial Relations, 637-649.

Sharma, S. (2013). Making CSR Mandatory in India-A Flawed Approach. International Journal of Social
Science and Humanity, 3(1), 33-35.

Sharma, S., and Mann, D. (2015). State and Social Responsibility of the Corporate: Analysis of the Role of
State in India. International Journal of Business Ethics in Developing Economies, 4(2).

Sinha, S. N. and Chaudhari, T (2017) Multi-stakeholder CSR Approach of ITC Limited: Impact on Rural
Living and Community Development. Sankalpa, 7(1), 55-66.

Sundar, P. (2013). Business and Community: The Story of Corporate Social Responsibility in India. SAGE
Publications India.

Verma, T. L. (2020). Role of MSMEs in Poverty Alleviation and Rural Development in India. International
Journal of Multidisciplinary Research and Development, 7(9), 61-65.

Yamane, Taro. (1967). Statistics, An Introductory Analysis (2" Ed.). Harper and Row, New York.

Journal of Rural Development, Vol. 41, No.2, April-dune 2022



